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On May 4, 2008, Sandi Madsen, www.olliesparrotsperch.com, and Tina Usher, 

www.parrotsperch.com, drove to the Feathered Friends Forever bird sanctuary, in 

Harlem, GA, with five cockatoos prearranged to be placed there. After doing 

diligent research and speaking with Ron Johnson (the owner), they were expecting 

to find a sanctuary to provide a loving, lifelong and safe home for the cockatoos, 

similar to The Oasis Sanctuary in Arizona. (Note the next four photos) 

 

 
The Oasis Sanctuary, in AZ - Macaw Flight – View #1 – Note plenty of perching,  

food stations, enrichment, secure from predators, protected from elements. 
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The Oasis Sanctuary, in AZ - Macaw Flight – View #2 

 

 
The Oasis Sanctuary, in AZ – African Grey Flight – View #1 – Plentiful  

perching, safe structure, protection from elements and predators. 
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The Oasis Sanctuary, in AZ – African Grey Flight – View #2 

 
Instead, at Feathered Friends Forever we found inadequate shelter, inadequate care, 
inadequate diets and non-existent enrichment. In the midst of piles of junk, trash 
and old, rusted vehicles, birds are housed in terrible conditions.  This is what was 
found, with pictures following. 
 
INADEQUATE HOUSING & UNSANITARY CONDITIONS 

·  Rooms overflowing with cages full of birds pushed up to each other and cages of birds 
stacked on top of cages with birds in them in dirty over crowed rooms.  Not enough space 
to pull trays out for cleaning. 

·  Macaw Flight – Inadequate perching - the only perches were a couple little 6” concrete 
pedicure perches and not as many as there are macaws in there. 

·  Flights with no perches – birds having to sit on their seed trough, pooping in them 
·  Dirty moldy water troughs made from 4” PVC cut in half 
·  Food troughs 4” PVC cut in half - not protected from rain 
·  No shelter for the birds from the elements 
·  Nothing to prevent predators from digging into flights and attacking the birds 
·  Natural vegetation in flights? – 3’ high weeds  
·  No enrichment - no toys, no ropes, no ladders, no wood to chew on etc.  
·  Home Depot tarpaulin car ports overcrowded with cages filled with birds in them 
·  Cockatoos in cages sized for conures  
·  No security on premises 
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INADEQUATE DIETS  
·  No evidence of feeding fruits & veggies etc. no containers in cages and no evidence of 

fruits & veggies on the ground 
·  Just cheap seed and dirty water 
·  On 990 Tax Form, deduction for Feed Costs…$13,726 for feeding over 1,200 birds for a 

year.  Do the math.   
 
INADEQUATE CARE 

·  Over 1,200 birds with no employees.  Only sporadic volunteers.  Ron admitted to Sandi 
Madsen that many days no volunteers show up.  No two people (Ron & wife Tammy) can care 
for and tend to that many birds each day it is physically impossible. 

·  No security; anyone can walk onto the property and access the birds. 
·  Saw an Amazon with a protruding swollen, grey, prune like eyeball.  Needs vet care. 
·  Many birds with overgrown nails.  Hazardous due to getting nails caught on cage wire 

and torn off. 
·  Since there is not a concrete floor and the flights are just set up directly on the 

ground…are these birds checked for worms and parasites? 
·  On 2006 - 990 Tax Form:  $75.00 deduction for total vet bills for the year for 1,200 birds! 

Go to this link to view the tax form: 
http://www.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2006/582/642/2006-582642227-03579795-
Z.pdf 

Feathered Friends Forever Sanctuary, Harlem, GA 
 

 
Amazon Flight – No shelter from the elements; no foundation to prevent  

predators from digging under walls into the flight area. 
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Macaw Flight – View #1 – No perches for birds; note the B&G sleeping on food trough. 

 

 
Macaw Flight – View #2 – The “natural vegetation,” as advertised on website, 

 is actually 3 foot tall weeds. No enrichment available. 
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No Perches – birds pooping in food troughs due to lack of perches. 

 

 
No shelter from the elements in flight areas. No protection to prevent  

predators from digging under walls. 
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Cockatoo Cages – View #1 - Cockatoos in too-small cages; no enrichment. 

 
 

 
Cockatoo Cages – View #2  
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Chickens, in the cages behind the junk. 

 
 

 
Junk Piles – View #1 
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Junk Piles – View #2 

 
 

 
Junk Piles – View #3 
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Junk Piles – View #4 

 
 

 
Junk Piles – View #5 
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Junk Piles – View #6 

 
 

Feathered Friends Forever has not kept standards for a sanctuary, as defined by the 
Georgia Department of Agriculture. They have neglected the birds, provided 
inadequate food, care and shelter. With over 1,200 birds, there are no employees, 
only sporadic volunteers. The 2006 tax return reflects only $75 in veterinary 
expenses. This organization has violated the following standards, as defined by the 
Georgia Department of Agriculture:  
 

·  Animal Cruelty (misdemeanor charge): A person commits the offense of cruelty 
to animals when he/she causes death or unjustifiable physical pain or suffering to 
any animal by an act, an omission, or willful neglect. Willful neglect means the 
intentional withholding of food and water required by an animal to prevent 
starvation or dehydration. O.C.G.A. 16-12-4 

·  Adequate food and water means food and water that is sufficient in an amount and 
appropriate for the particular type of animal to prevent starvation, dehydration, or 
a significant risk to the animal's health from a lack of food or water. O.C.G.A. 4-
11-2, 4-13-2 

·  Humane care of animals means, but is not limited to, the provision of adequate 
heat, ventilation, sanitary shelter, and wholesome and adequate food and water, 
consistent with the normal requirements and feeding habits of the animal's size, 
species, and breed. O.C.G.A. 4-11-2, 4-13-2 
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The violations at Feathered Friends Forever will be reported to the following in the hopes of 
forcing Mr. Johnson, owner of Feather Friends Forever, to bring the sanctuary within the 
guidelines of the Georgia Department of Agriculture: 

·  Georgia Department of Agriculture 
·  Columbia County, Georgia 
·  Humane Association of Georgia 
·  Adam Karp, attorney, adam@animal-lawyer.com 
·  PETA 
·  ASCPA 
·  Other Bird Rescue Organizations 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


